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peninsula might some day furnish Mm a base from which,
with the aid of the brave Iberians, as well as the Rome-hating
Gauls, both of which peoples had figured largely in the list
of Carthaginian mercenaries, he might carry the war into
Italy and attack his hereditary foe at his own hearth. The
plan and the man were each worthy the other. And, de-
spite the opposition of the Hanno faction, aided largely by
the sentiment of the populace and by money, which was the

Iberia.

common means of control in Carthage and which he and his
family possessed in superabundance, Hamilcar gained from
the Carthaginian senate permission to undertake the expedi-
tion; or at least his enterprise, if not authorized, was not
forbidden.

Carthage had not been able to rebuild a fleet since the
destruction of its last one in the First Punic War. The
city, in its present condition of weakness, dared not under-
take openly to build a navy, lest the jealousy of Eome should
be again provoked to attack her before she was prepared plan was at
